
Dear President Biden, 

As former Biden and Obama administration officials and campaign staff, we are writing to 
express our deep appreciation for your moral clarity, courageous leadership, and staunch 
support of Israel, one of our nation’s strongest allies, in the aftermath of the worst massacre of 
Jewish people in a single day since the Holocaust. We also appreciate the leadership of Vice 
President Harris, Second Gentleman Emhoff, former President Obama, and other senior 
Administration officials, as well as Democratic leaders in Congress, who have expressed their 
strong support for Israel at this difficult time.  

On October 7, Hamas murdered approximately 1,200 people, including 35 Americans and more 
than 200 foreign nationals from 35 different countries; injured thousands more; and took 240 
individuals hostage, one of the largest mass abductions in modern history. We are grateful to 
you for unequivocally condemning Hamas’s terrorism and war crimes as “unadulterated evil” 
and appreciate your historic visit to Israel, the first for an American President during wartime.  

We support your request for an unprecedented $14.3 billion in U.S. security assistance to Israel, 
and hope Congress approves this funding to ensure the continuation of essential and life-saving 
military aid bolstering Israel’s security and right to self-defense. We also support your request 
for additional military aid to Ukraine and Palestinian humanitarian assistance, and hope 
Congress passes this important aid package as soon as possible. Finally, we commend the 
administration for moving two carrier strike groups to the region to deter Iran and its proxy 
Hezbollah.  

As you said on October 11, “my commitment to Israel’s security and the safety of the Jewish 
people is unshakeable. The United States has Israel’s back. And I have yours as well, both at 
home and abroad.” We are grateful that the Biden-Harris Administration continues to take every 
step to fight bigotry and protect the Jewish community during the terrifying rise in antisemitic 
incidents in the United States and around the world, specifically on college campuses, following 
the October 7th massacre.  

Five weeks after Hamas’s unconscionable attacks, we agree with you that a ceasefire is not 
possible at this time. We know a two-plus-year ceasefire between Israel and Hamas was in 
place on October 6, which Hamas exploited to arm, regroup, build tunnels, and plan the horrific 
attacks of October 7. We also support the humanitarian pauses you’ve called for to ensure the 
delivery of humanitarian aid and help facilitating the release of hostages, which include at least 
ten American citizens. We are deeply concerned about the safety and wellbeing of the 
approximately 240 hostages, whose fate remains unknown to their families after weeks of 
captivity.  

We know that the Palestinian people have suffered terribly under Hamas’s rule in Gaza, where 
Hamas continues to use Palestinian civilians as human shields, and we strongly support your 
Administration’s efforts to deliver food, medicine, water, and other essential aid to Palestinians 
civilians. Since they won parliamentary elections in 2006 and seized control of Gaza in 2007, 
Hamas has engaged in multiple violent cross-border conflicts with Israel and diverted essential 
goods and services from the Palestinian people. We are deeply concerned about the 
humanitarian crisis that existed in Gaza prior to October 7, and support your efforts to ensure 
the delivery of aid into Gaza, where too many innocent lives have been lost since this war 
began. Finally, we appreciate your reaffirmation that the Israeli military response must be 



conducted in a manner that is consistent with Israeli values and international law, and that more 
must be done to limit Palestinian civilian casualties. 

To those blaming Israel alone for this violence or excusing the atrocities including rape and 
beheading as “resistance,” we want to be very clear: there is no moral equivalence between 
Israel and Hamas, a designated terrorist organization responsible for mass atrocities. No 
aspect of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict justifies Hamas’s unconscionable war crimes on 
October 7 and the destruction it has caused in Gaza in the weeks before and since. As you have 
said, “Hamas does not stand for the Palestinian people’s right to dignity and self-
determination… Hamas offers nothing but terror and bloodshed with no regard to who pays the 
price.”  

We agree with the aspiration, recently articulated by Secretary Blinken, to “help forge a different 
future, a very different future, for Israelis and Palestinians alike.” There must be hope for a 
better future, including preserving prospects for a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, which has been the position of every U.S. administration for three decades, except that 
of Donald Trump.  We particularly appreciate the steps taken during the Obama-Biden 
administration  to promote and preserve prospects for two states. 

Mr. President, we are grateful to you and Vice President Harris for your leadership in this 
moment of crisis, and please know that you have our strongest support as you continue to 
serve our country with such distinction and dedication.  

 

1. Colin Kahl, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy (Biden); National Security Advisor to 
the Vice President (Obama); Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for the Middle East 
(Obama) 

2. Ron Klain, Chief of Staff to President (Biden); Chief of Staff to the Vice President 
(Obama); Senior Adviser to the President (Obama) 

3. Lawrence Summers, Director of the National Economic Council (Obama) 
4. Adam Szubin, Acting Undersecretary, Office of Terrorism and Financial Intelligence, U.S. 

Treasury Department (Obama) 
5. Rep. Josh Gottheimer (Member of Congress, NJ), FCC (Obama) 
6. Rep. Wiley Nickel (Member of Congress, NC), National Advance Staff (Obama) 
7. Rep. Haley Stevens (Member of Congress, MI), Chief of Staff, U.S. Auto Rescue 

Taskforce (Obama) 
8. Amb. Norm Eisen, White House Ethics Czar and U.S. Ambassador to the Czech Republic 

(Obama) 
9. Amb. Rufus Gifford, U.S. Ambassador to Denmark (Obama) 
10. Amb. Mark Gilbert, U.S. Ambassador to New Zealand and the Independent State of 

Samoa (Obama) 
11. Amb. Marc Ginsberg, Social Media Counter Extremist Adviser Biden Campaign 
12. Amb. Howard Gutman, U.S. Ambassador to Belgium (Obama) 
13. Amb. S. Fitzgerald Haney, U.S. Ambassador to Republic of Costa Rica (Obama) 
14. Amb. Samuel D. Heins, U.S. Ambassador to Norway (Obama) 
15. Amb. Bruce Heyman, U.S. Ambassador to Canada (Obama) 
16. Amb. Michael Hoza, U.S. Ambassador to Cameroon (Obama) 
17. Amb. Alan Katz, U.S. Ambassador to Portugal (Obama) 
18. Amb. Eleni Kounalakis, U.S. Ambassador to Hungary (Obama) 



19. Amb. Suzi LeVine, U.S. Ambassador to Switzerland and Liechtenstein (Obama) 
20. Amb. Robert Sherman, U.S. Ambassador to Portugal (Obama) 
21. Amb. Cynthia Stroum, U.S. Ambassador to Luxembourg (Obama) 
22. Amb. Joseph Westphal, U.S. Ambassador to Saudi Arabia (Obama) 
23. Amb. Barry White, U.S. Ambassador to Norway (Obama) 
24. Amb. Duane E. Woerth, U.S. Ambassador to ICAO (Obama) 
25. Amb. Lee Wolosky, Special Counsel to the President (Biden); Special Envoy for 

Guantanamo Closure (Obama) 
26. Hon. Sarah E. Feinberg, Administrator, Federal Railroad Administration and Special 

Assistant to the President (Obama) 
27. Hon. Andrew Shapiro, Assistant Secretary of State for Political-Military Affairs (Obama) 
28. Hon. Andy Weber, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Nuclear, Chemical and Biological 

Defense Programs (Obama) 
29. Sen. Eric Lesser (former Member of State Senate, MA), Special Assistant to Senior 

Advisor David Axelrod; Director of Strategic Planning; Council of Economic Advisors 
(Obama) 

30. Hon. Nick Melvoin (LA School Board), DPC; campaign volunteer (Obama) 
31. Wendy R. Anderson, Chief of Staff, U.S. Department of Defense (Obama) 
32. Kenneth Baer, Associate Director, Office of Management and Budget (Obama) 
33. Lauren Baer, Campaign Core Foreign Policy Team (Biden); Member of the Secretary of 

State’s Policy Planning Staff (Obama); Senior Advisor to the U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations (Obama) 

34. Sarah Bard, Assistant Administrator, U.S Small Business Administration (Obama)  
35. Lauren Belive,  Legislative Assistant, White House Office of Legislative Affairs (Obama) 
36. Josh Bendor, Confidential Assistant to the Secretary of Education (Obama) 
37. Jarrod Bernstein, Assistant Secretary Department of Homeland Security (Obama); White 

House Liaison to American Jewish Community (Obama) 
38. Keath Blatt, Campaign Jewish Community Finance Director (Obama) 
39. David Cavell, Presidential Speechwriter (Biden and Obama) 
40. Ilona Cohen, General Counsel, OMB (Obama); Associate Counsel to the President 

(Obama) 
41. Avra Cooper Siegel, Deputy Director of the White House Council on Women and Girls 

(Obama); National Economic Council (Obama) 
42. Ami Copeland, Senior Advisor DNC 08; OFA Deputy Finance Director 07 
43. John Del Cecato, Media Consultant (Obama) 
44. Karen Dunn, Associate Counsel to the President (Obama); Debate Coach 12; Media 

Team 08; 
45. Ezekiel Emanuel, Special Advisor for Health, OMB (Obama) 
46. Jeremy Ershow, Deputy Regional Field Director, OFA 08 
47. Evelyn Farkas, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Russia/Ukraine/Eurasia 

(Obama) 
48. Ira Forman, U.S. Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Antisemitism (Obama) 
49. Danny Franklin, Campaign Consultant (Obama) 
50. Jonathan Freeman, Deputy White House Liaison, Department of Defense (Obama) 
51. Louis W. Frillman, National Finance Committee, 12; Board of Directors, OFA 2012-

16; Minnesota Finance Chair 08 
52. Kathleen Gasperine, New England Regional Finance Director and OFA National Finance 

Director 
53. Manya-Jean Gitter, Assistant to the U.S. Ambassador to United Nations (Obama) 



54. Rachael F. Goldberg, Special Advisor, Office of the White House Liaison, Department of 
Commerce (Obama); Immigration Intern, Domestic Policy Council (Obama) 

55. Joshua Goldman, Council of Economic Advisers (Obama); Obama for America 12 
56. Michael J. Gottlieb, Associate White House Counsel (Obama); Deputy Director, 

Combined Joint Interagency Task Force 435  
57. Laura Gross, White House Advance  
58. Vineeth Hemavathi, Field Organizer Obama 08 
59. Danielle Hertz, White House Liaison to American Jewish Community (Obama); 

Intergovernmental Affairs & Public Engagement, Office of the Vice President (Obama) 
60. Lisa Heyman, White House Office of Public Engagement (Obama)  
61. Elisabeth Hire, Director of Operations (Scheduling, Advance, and Administration), Vice 

President Biden (Obama) 
62. Adam Hitchcock, White House Office of the Chief of Staff (Obama); Obama for America 

08 
63. Sarah Hurwitz, Head Speechwriter, First Lady Michelle Obama  
64. Elie Jacobs, campaign volunteer (Obama) 
65. Allison Jaslow, Special Assistant to White House Communications Director (Obama)  
66. Bert Kaufman, Senior Advisor, US Department of Commerce (Obama) 
67. Allon Kedem, Assistant to the Solicitor General (Obama) 
68. Sam Kleiner, Senior Advisor, Department of the Treasury (Biden) 
69. Gabriel Kohan, Senior Counselor, Department of Homeland Security (Biden) 
70. Lisa Kohnke, Scheduling and Advance and Office of the Chief of Protocol at the State 

Department (Biden), scheduling and advance and Office of Public Engagement (Obama) 
71. Stephen Krupin, Senior Presidential Speechwriter (Obama); Chief Speechwriter, U.S. 

Department of State (Obama) 
72. Charles A. Kupchan, Special Assistant to the President, National Security Council 

(Obama) 
73. Hildy Kuryk, DNC Finance Director (Obama) 
74. Scott Lasensky, Senior Policy Advisor, USUN and U.S. Embassy Israel 
75. Louis Lauter, Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs (Biden); 

Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Obama)  
76. Jessica Leinwand, Deputy Associate Counsel to the President (Obama) 
77. Marc Levitt, EPA (Biden); Department of Energy (Obama); Obama for America 12 and 08 
78. Jeffrey Liebman, Executive Associate Director and Acting Deputy Director, Office of 

Management and Budget (Obama) 
79. Josh Lipsky, State Department; White House; Obama for America 08 
80. David Litt, Senior Presidential Speechwriter (Obama) 
81. Seth London, Associate Director and Legislative Assistant, White House Office of 

Legislative Affairs (Obama) 
82. Linda Lourie, President's Export Control Reform Task Force, and Assistant Director for 

Research and Technology Security, OSTP (Obama) 
83. Nate Loewentheil, Special Assistant to the President, National Economic Council 

(Obama) 
84. Taylor Lustig, Policy Advisor, Office of Faith-based and National Partnerships (Obama)  
85. Eric Lynn, Senior Advisor to the Secretary of Defense (Obama); Middle East Policy 

Advisor, OFA 08 
86. Bryan McNamara, Biden for President 20, Regional Organizing Director, North Carolina 
87. Ali Merali, Obama White House Associate  
88. Ben Milakofsky, Office of White House Cabinet Affairs (Obama) 



89. Jeffrey Nussbaum, White House Senior Speechwriter (Biden); Speechwriter to the Vice 
President (Obama campaign) 

90. Ryan K. O'Neill, DNC 22, Director of Operations, Civic Engagement and Voter Protection; 
Biden for President 20, National States Operations Coordinator  

91. Eric Ortner, Chair, Entertainment Advisory Council, Member PCAH, Member United 
States Holocaust Memorial Council (Obama) 

92. Carly Pildis, DC Operation Vote Director (Obama)  
93. Raphael Prober, Associate Deputy Attorney General (Obama) 
94. Zachary Richner, White House Office of the Chief of Staff; Ohio Budget Director Obama-

Biden 12; White House Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force 
95. Hannah Rosenthal, Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Antisemitism  
96. Joel Rubin, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs (Obama) 
97. Justin Rubin, Special Assistant to the ASA (M&RA); Director of the Strategic Integration 

Office, Deputy Under Secretary of the Army (Obama) 
98. Rabbi David Saperstein, Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom 

(Obama)  
99. Steve Schale, Florida Sr Advisor 12;  Florida State Director 08 
100. Ari Schwartz, Special Assistant to the President for Cybersecurity, National 

Security Council (Obama)  
101. Hari Sevugan, Senior Spokesperson 08 
102. Susan Sher, Assistant to the President, Chief of Staff to First Lady Michelle 

Obama, White House Liaison to Jewish Community (Obama) 
103. Dan Siegel, Biden Jewish Outreach Director - Pennsylvania; Obama Regional 

Field Director, Pennsylvania 12 
104. Max Slutsky, Obama-Biden/DNC National Jewish Outreach Coordinator 12; 

Special Advisor to the FAA Administrator (Obama) 
105. Halie Soifer, Senior Policy Advisor, USUN (Obama); Obama Campaign Florida 

Jewish Vote Director 08 
106. Alan Solow, National Campaign Co-Chair 12 
107. Steven J. Spinner, Commission on White House Fellowships; Department of 

Energy (Obama) 
108. Fernando Treviño, Obama 12, Director of Operation Vote, PA 
109. Eric Waldo, Executive Director to Michelle Obama’s Reach Higher Program  
110. William F. Wechsler, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special 

Operations and Combating Terrorism (Obama) 
111. Aaron Weinberg, DNC Director of Jewish Engagement 
112. Matthew Weinberg, Senior Advisor - Office of Investment and Innovation; White 

House Intern and Advance Associate; 2012 OFA Campaign Chicago HQ Finance Staffer 
and Florida Regional GOTV Direct 

113. Adam Weissmann, Jewish Vote Coordinator, OFA 08 
114. Chanan Weissman, White House Liaison to American Jewish Community (Biden 

and Obama), and State Department Spokesperson for Bureau of Democracy, Human 
Rights, and Labor (Obama) 

115. Adam S. Wilczewski, Esq., Chief of Staff, International Trade Administration 
(Obama) 

116. Matthew Yale, Deputy Chief of Staff U.S. Dept of Education (Obama) 

 


